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Introduction

Lega Artis is a Polish website which was initially launched in 2018 as a legal advisory blog. Since
then, it has developed into a pro-Russian information laundering outlet, translating and reposting
content from EU-sanctioned state-affiliated Russian media. Even though Lega Artis has been flagged
by researchers and journalists, the platform continues to expand its reach on social media. This report
uses the case of Lega Artis as an example of how such information threat actors function in Poland.

Under the current EU sanctions regime against Russian and Belarusian state actors, it is illegal to aid
such outlets in sharing their content. Hence, social media platforms have a legal duty to remove such
content under the Digital Services Act (DSA).

In spite of this legal reality, entities such as Lega Artis continue to spread illegal content in the EU
information space using a range of deceptive tactics, techniques and procedures, granting their
content an inauthentic sense of legitimacy.

This report is a case study of Lega Artis’s rise to prominence, detailing their following, reach and
ability to launder large volumes of Kremlin propaganda into the EU information-sphere, also likely by
leveraging automation and Al tools to produce content at an implausible speed and scale to flood the
zone with disinformation.

Background

Since Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Poland has emerged as a key ally of Ukraine, providing
military support and hosting nearly a million Ukrainian refugees. Subsequently, Poland has found itself
on the frontlines of Russia’s information warfare against the West. While foreign information
manipulation and interference (FIMI) campaigns targeting Poland are not a new phenomenon, the
frequency, reach and sophistication of such operations have greatly increased since the invasion.

Researchers and journalists in Poland have consistently documented FIMI’s activities, many of which
openly defy EU sanctions and public concern.

In June 2025, BBC published an investigation that uncovered a network of Russian channels on
Telegram linked to the “InfoDefense Group”, an outfit known for translating and disseminating Kremlin
propaganda. Those channels are typically operated by volunteers who are specifically recruited to
undermine the stability of countries such as Poland (BBC News, 2025).

Similarly, content from Radio Belarus, an outlet which is part of the sanctioned entity Belteleradio, is
easily accessible to Polish users on TikTok, YouTube, X and Facebook (Alliance4Europe, DFRLab, &
Political Accountability Foundation, 2025). Between September 2023 and May, the outlet published



nearly 4,000 posts across Facebook and YouTube, generating over 5.5 million views, 124,000 likes,
36,000 comments, and thousands of shares, primarily within Polish-language communities
(Gigitashvili et al., 2025).

Lega Artis, the subject of this investigation, represents yet another concerning case. Despite mounting
evidence collected over the past two years by researchers and journalists that the outlet disseminates
Kremlin-aligned narratives in the Polish information space, it remains active. What sets Lega Artis
apart—and warrants particular scrutiny—is its sophisticated marketing strategy, opaque ownership
structure, and distinctive business model, all of which enable it to operate with surprising resilience
and influence.

This proliferation of problematic “news” outlets coincides with a troubling decline in public trust in the
media. According to the Digital News Report 2024 by the Reuters Institute, trust in Polish news media
has dropped by 17 percentage points since 2015. Today, only 39% of the population trusts the news
overall, and just 14% pay for online content (Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism, 2024).

These developments reflect a broader trend identified in a recent report by the European External
Action Service (EEAS), which names Poland, alongside Germany, France, and Moldova, as a repeat
persistent target of intensifying FIMI efforts by actors hostile to European interests, including Russia
and China (EEAS, 2025). In response to such threats, the European Union’s Digital Services Act
(DSA), specifically Articles 34 and 35, requires platforms to assess and mitigate systemic risks around
major political events, which includes elections, and to act against illegal content.

Information Laundering and EU Law

On March 2, 2022, the European Council announced the suspension of broadcasting activities of
Sputnik and Russia Today (RT) within the EU, citing their use by the Kremlin as “operational tools” to
undermine Ukraine’s sovereignty and justify its military aggression (Council of the European Union,
2022). On May 17, 2024, the Council extended these measures to include four additional media
outlets: Voice of Europe, RIA Novosti, Izvestia, and Rossiyskaya Gazeta. This was due to their
similarly prominent roles in disseminating Russian propaganda (Council of the European Union,
2024).

However, the mechanisms employed to enforce these bans have proven largely ineffective. DNS
blocking, intended to restrict access to specific Russian domains, is easily bypassed. Similarly,
commitments from online platforms to moderate sanctioned content appear to be insufficient in the
face of the scale and persistence of the problem.
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Fig. 1. Content overlap in the Lega Artis article titled “Colonel Davis: Zelensky Will Lose His Last Chance for Peace Talks.”The
figure illustrates the extent of textual similarity between the Lega Artis article (translated to Russian) and its source from RIA
Novosti, showing that 93.5% of the content matches the original. Although no text was copied verbatim (0% identical), 63.1%
was paraphrased and 30.4% showed only minor changes. Just 6.5% of the content was considered original, indicating a high
level of content repurposing. Data source: Copyleaks.

Despite the EU’s formal prohibition of Russian state-sponsored outlets such as RT and RIA Novosti,
empirical evidence indicates that these entities continue to operate within the European information
environment (Schafer et al., 2024, Institute for Strategic Dialogue, 2024). They have adapted to
regulatory constraints by deploying mirror sites, launching rebranded spin-offs, and utilising affiliated
networks—thereby circumventing restrictions and ensuring the continued dissemination of
pro-Kremlin narratives across EU member states.

Lega Artis exemplifies how these operations persist in Poland. Research conducted by the University
of Amsterdam and the Alliance for Securing Democracy last year found that this outlet, along with
three other smaller Polish blog sites (News na Dzis, Daily Blitz, Plotkosfera), functions as a conduit for
Russian state media to reach Polish audiences. All four sites employ content laundering techniques,
including the apparently automated reposting of articles primarily sourced from Rossiya Segodnya—a
Russian state-owned media conglomerate—and Zero Hedge, a financial blog that has been accused
of amplifying Russian propaganda.

These findings underscore the limitations of enforcement strategies that focus on individual websites
or accounts, rather than addressing the broader infrastructure that enables and sustains
disinformation ecosystems.

They also show how easy it is to establish a news entity in Poland with minimal administrative
burden—one that can violate EU publishing restrictions, yet still continue to operate and comment on
current affairs.



Case Study: Lega Artis

Lega Artis, a website initially launched as a legal advisory blog, has emerged as a prominent conduit
for Russian propaganda. Since its launch, it has evolved into a platform focused on translating and
republishing articles from Russian state-affiliated outlets such as RIA Novosti into Polish (Koronska et
al., 2024). Although it has been studied by both journalists and researchers, Lega Artis continues to
expand its reach on social media while rebranding its website with a faster and more polished design.

Established in 2018, Lega Artis began as a little-known legal consultancy. By 2020, the organisation
had shifted its focus to promoting COVID-19-related misinformation through a blog closely associated
with its founder. That same year, a new legal representative was formally appointed to act on behalf of
the organisation.
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Fig. 2 Timeline showing the unchecked evolution of Lega Artis over the past seven years, despite its involvement in promoting
pro-Kremlin narratives appropriated from RIA Novosti.

By August 2021, the Lega Artis blog began to shift its focus, evolving into a more active and
independently styled pseudo-news platform. In 2022, the founder was reportedly involved in a legal
controversy related to a loan business, which was subsequently dissolved. Following this incident, the
founder appeared to reduce their public involvement with Lega Artis; however, the exact nature of the
withdrawal and its impact on the platform’s legal advisory activities remain unclear.

During this period, Lega Artis expanded its online presence by creating accounts on several social
media platforms, including Instagram, Facebook, Telegram, and X (formerly Twitter). Promotional
content also began appearing on TikTok.

In early 2022, the website Newsnadzis.pl began referencing Lega Artis in its footer, suggesting an
affiliation between the two entities. The development of News Na Dzi$ was gradual, initially featuring a
mix of Polish- and English-language materials, some of which appeared to be repurposed from Zero
Hedge. Researchers studying information laundering documented this process, viewing it as evidence
supporting hypotheses about how Lega Artis may have been populated with content.

The original legal entity behind Lega Artis appears to have ceased operations in the year following.
However, in mid-2023, a sole proprietorship using the same name was registered in the name of a

legal representative of the original entity. This suggests a possible continuation of the brand identity
under a new legal structure.

By late 2023, the website dailyblitz.de also began citing Lega Artis in its footer, alongside
Newsnadzis.pl and Plotkosfera.pl, indicating the emergence of a broader network of affiliated or
thematically aligned outlets. As of this writing, Lega Artis officially acknowledges formal ties only with
Newsnadzis.pl and Plotkosfera.pl.



In March 2024, research traced Lega Artis's content pipeline predominantly to Russian media
sources, including those from Rossiya Segodnya group (Koronska et al., 2024). Following Poland’s
parliamentary elections, the platform saw a sharp increase in publishing activity, with article output
rising from 147 in October to 240 in December. This acceleration contributed to a noticeable increase
in web traffic.

In 2025, Lega Artis formally separated its blog and legal advisory operations into two distinct websites
(Fig. 3). Around the same time, blog content was redirected to a new domain, further reinforcing the
operational split and potentially obscuring the origins of previously co-hosted materials. Additionally,
the outlet launched a new Facebook page and a new X account, further contributing to its growing
reach.

https://legaartis.pl/blog/ redirection results:

# URL Code Description Visit
1 https://legaartis.pl/blog/ 301 Moved Permanently Visit &
2 http://legaartis.pl/ 301 Moved Permanently Visit &
3 https://legaartis.pl/ 200 OK Visit &

Fig. 3 Table showing the blog domain of Lega Artis has been ‘moved permanently’ or ‘redirected’ to a new address.

Presently, the site appears to use Al or other tool-assisted technology to rapidly generate content,
with its only two listed authors displaying Al-generated profile pictures. Readers are not informed that
the website’s content is directly copied from Russian sources or created with the help of automation.

Lega Artis and sanctions evasion

Despite the exposure of its content laundering pipeline in March 2024 and the announcement of
formal EU sanctions on Ria Novosti two months later, Lega Artis has continued to operate with
minimal disruption—including throughout Poland’s 2025 presidential election campaign.

Posing as a legitimate news outlet, the platform has maintained visibility through mirror sites,
coordinated social media activity, and cross-posting strategies designed to amplify its reach and lend
credibility to recycled propaganda.

Many of its articles focused on the war in Ukraine, a key issue during the campaign. Rather than
producing original reporting, the content largely repurposed material from Russian state-affiliated
sources such as RIA Novosti, as well as platforms like 1prime.ru, dzen.ru, and lenta.ru. While often
reworded, the reposted articles frequently included inflammatory language.

As shown in Table 1, a sample of 39 articles referencing Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
demonstrates a clear pattern of headline replication. Over one-third were identical to headlines
published by Russian state media—particularly RIA Novosti—with no modifications. The rest also
showed significant overlap, with most exceeding 70% similarity and preserving the original structure,
framing, and tone.



” o«

Many of these pieces targeted Zelensky using derogatory terms such as “a tyrant,” “a fallen

comedian,” and “Narkofltihrer.”

When it comes to the overall similarity of entire articles with the original source content, Figure 1
illustrates the extent of this overlap. In the case of the opinion piece about Zelensky "losing his last
chance" in the peace talks, which referenced Colonel Davis, no text was copied verbatim. However,
63% of the article was paraphrased, 30.4% showed only minor changes, and just 6.5% was entirely
original, indicating a high overall level of content replication.

Similarity Similar Title

Similar Headline from Russian Outlets
score Found

LegaArtis Headline translated to Russian
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Table 1. Articles published on Lega Atrtis prior to Poland’s 2025 presidential election, discussing the war in Ukraine and their

original sources from RIA Novosti.




EU Sanctions Evasion on Social Media

All these, and similar in their criticism of Ukraine, articles were later shared to Lega Artis’s
social media channels (Fig. 2).

As such, Lega Artis’s reach extends well beyond its primary website, with content
disseminated across a range of social media platforms to maximise visibility and evade
scrutiny. Despite being sanctioned, the outlet continues to present itself as a legal advisory
on X (formerly Twitter), where it (at the time of writing this) maintains 2,558 followers.

"Afera dronowa”. Na
Ukrainie wykryto korupcje
na gigantyczng skale

Ukrainskie instytucje antykorupcyjne NABU i
SAP, wspierane przez prezydenta Wotodymyra
Zetenskiego, ujawnity powazny proceder
korupcyjny w sektorze zbrojeniowym.

Image.1 . Example of new content posted on LegaArtis accounts on Instagram and TikTok.

On Facebook, it operates both a private group—“Kancelaria Lega Artis — Wsparcie”—with
3,200 members, and a public-facing page styled as a news outlet, which since it launched in
June 2025, has already attracted over 900 followers.

Its most substantial followers count appears on Telegram, where its channel hosts 6,883
members. This platform is primarily used to promote website content through direct links to
articles.

But the platforms that require special attention are the video- and image-based ones, as they
are the most popular among young users, who may be less adept at understanding the
political nuances of some messages.



1. Ria Novosti original article 2. Lega Artis X post 3. Lega Artis Telegram post
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(2 Translate post
Zelensky showed at the meeting with Trump that he does not want

peace, Orban said.

1401.03.2025)

Zelensky showed at meeting with
Trump that he does not want peace,
Orban said

Orban: Ukraine is practically on a ventilator, but Zelensky does not want peace

#kyiv #0rbdn #russia #Ukraine

Zelenski pokazai na spotkaniu 2 Trumpen, Ze nie chee
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Figure 4. Cross-platform amplification of a RIA Novosti headline by Lega Artis. The figure shows how a RIA Novosti article was
republished nearly verbatim by Lega Artis on both X (Twitter) and Telegram, illustrating coordinated cross-platform content
replication.

On Instagram, Lega Artis has accumulated nearly 6,000 followers and published over 8,700
posts—many of which appear to be duplicates, likely intended to conserve effort while
maximizing visibility through platform algorithms. The outlet also maintains a smaller but
active presence on TikTok, with just over 2,600 followers at the time of writing.

Until recently, its social media content on both platforms primarily consisted of screenshots
promoting written articles. However, around June 15th—shortly after the presidential
elections—a noticeable shift occurred. The account began posting a broader variety of
content, including Al-generated videos and media cut-outs from other sources, with little
connection to its previously published articles. Much of this newer material adopts a
noticeably more aggressive tone, targeting not only the domestic opposition in Poland but
also the broader Western alliance.

This change likely reflects an effort to adapt to evolving platform algorithms, which
increasingly reward video content with greater reach. Despite claiming to have an editorial
team, none of its members have appeared in any of the published Reels. Instead, the
accounts are now actively resharing material recognisable to researchers of Russian
propaganda—some of it promoting fear-based, anti-Western messaging.

Taken together, these activities illustrate how Lega Artis has built a broad and resilient
content distribution network. This network enables the outlet to maintain and even expand its
influence, despite questionable editorial practices and existing formal EU sanctions.

While the follower counts may not seem impressive at first glance, it's important to recognise
that social media success is not solely reflected in follower numbers. Metrics like reach and
engagement—uwhich are only visible to platform administrators—offer a fuller picture. For
instance, despite having fewer than 3,000 TikTok followers, the account has amassed over
40,000 likes, indicating that its content is circulating widely and drawing significant attention.

Evidence of Tool Assisted Content Production



Proving the use of Al tools for content generation remains difficult, and often requires a
smoking gun such as the phrase, “As a large language model, I...” or “Certainly, here is...”

At the same time, there is ample evidence of tool assistance to be inferred from Lega Artis’
publishing patterns. This ranges from impossibly high daily volumes to oddities in the posting
timings. Indeed, the hourly distribution of articles alone reveals an unnatural activity pattern:
content peaks at hours entirely inconsistent with human workflows, starting at 12 AM UTC-1
AM Warsaw time.

By the time a Pole arrives at work, just under half the articles for the day would already be
published. This is not a believable work rhythm. More strikingly yet, articles published by
minute of the hour show significant clustering on round-number increments, such as 00, 20,
30, and 40; these posts collectively account for over 50% of all articles. This precise
scheduling strongly suggests automated posting mechanisms, typically seen in
software-driven content distribution systems.

As such, it's reasonable to conclude that Lega Artis does not produce its content through
authentic means.

Lega Artis - Total Articles Published by Hour (UTC)

Dataset only includes articles published since 7 May
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Figure 5: The total volume of articles published by Lega Artis by each whole hour (e.g.
11:00, 17:00) since 7 May 2025, in UTC (+0:00); The typical Polish workday is marked, from
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8:00 to 16:00 UTC (9:00 to 17:00 Warsaw time). Roughly half of all articles published are
published outside Polish working hours, indicating possible Al or scheduling tool use.

Lega Artis - Total Articles Published by Minute

Dataset only includes articles published since 7 May
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Figure 6: The fotal volume of articles published by Lega Artis by each minute of a given
hour (e.g. :03, :40) since 7 May 2025. Distinctive spikes are visible every five minutes (and
most notably on the hour. While scheduling a post at the top of the hour is not unusual, the
regular pacing of the other spikes indicates possible tool use.

Furthermore, daily publication volumes exhibit sudden spikes that defy typical newsroom
constraints, such as the abrupt jump from 88 to 148 articles on June 14, 2025. Even
well-staffed newsrooms rarely surpass a few articles per journalist per day, making Lega
Artis’ sustained triple-digit outputs implausible without automation. Likewise, the sharp and
prolonged decline beginning June 17, with regular daily counts crashing from 90 down to
“just” 20 to 40 articles strongly suggests a technical disruption, such as the loss of a data
source or automated tool malfunction, rather than a human editorial shift. These patterns
further support the possible presence of tool-driven content generation and distribution.
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Figure 7: The total volume of articles published by Lega Artis by date since 7 May 2025 with
notable events in both Poland and within the data noted. The two unknown events indicate
atypical newsroom behavior, though even the average daily volume above 50 is unusual

Conclusion

The case of Lega Artis and its affiliated network of blogs and social media channels exposes
a deeper structural vulnerability within the Polish information environment. Despite evidence
of potential breaches of international sanctions and the systematic republishing of content
from Kremlin-affiliated outlets, these entities continue to operate with minimal scrutiny.

Even more troubling is the possibility that Lega Artis is part of a broader, increasingly
coordinated ecosystem of alternative media operations—one that expands across the
legitimate media landscape while exploiting democratic protections such as freedom of
expression. Its selection of article topics, questionable editorial practices, and apparent
reliance on automation sharply contrast with the careful, under-resourced journalism of
traditional newsrooms.

This case also illustrates how relatively easy it is to establish an “alternative media” outlet in
Poland—even when such entities distribute content that infringes intellectual property rights,
violates sanctions, or misleads the public, potentially breaching both national and
international legal standards.
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As credible journalism struggles to retain public confidence, outlets like Lega Artis, which
readily repost Kremlin propaganda, find fertile ground to expand their influence. The
declining trust in traditional media creates a feedback loop with the entrenchment of
misinformation which in the absence of decisive regulatory enforcement, coordinated
platform accountability, and renewed investment in media literacy, will continue to undermine
Poland’s information space at a moment when democratic resilience is needed most. In
combination, declining trust in traditional media paired with the entrenchment of
misinformation creates a dangerous feedback loop.

While professional journalism grapples with growing financial and institutional pressures,
actors like Lega Artis seem to benefit from a lack of regulation. Their operations often involve
the reuse of prohibited material, the framing of foreign propaganda as independent reporting,
and the undisclosed use of tool-assisted or Al-generated content in place of work by actual
journalists.

Without decisive regulatory and institutional intervention, the danger is not only a polluted
media space, but a weakened democratic public sphere. To counter information laundering
and foreign influence operations in Poland and across Europe, responses must go beyond
reactive content moderation and instead focus on dismantling the infrastructure that
enables these operations.

This requires a fundamental shift in approach: not merely exposing disinformation, but
disrupting the systems that produce, launder, and amplify it. Mirror sites, coordinated bot
networks, and translation-based content relays must be identified and taken down, while
intermediaries and enablers are held accountable.

Just as global efforts to combat terrorist financing and money laundering reshaped the role
of financial institutions, today's telecom, tech, and social media platforms must take greater
responsibility in addressing state-linked propaganda pipelines (Meleshevich & Schafer,
2020).

Intervention strategies should follow a risk-based framework that prioritises early action and
targeted disruption. Entities like Lega Artis, which operate under a veneer of legitimacy while
disseminating state-aligned narratives, should be among the first to face restrictions.

Removing such actors from the European information ecosystem is not merely a regulatory
necessity—it is a crucial step toward dismantling the laundering architecture that allows
foreign influence to flourish in democratic societies.
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